
America’s Veterans Thrive in Rural Communities

ORH Mission
Improve the health and well-being of rural 
Veterans through research, innovation, and 
the dissemination of best practices.

PROMOTE
federal and community care 
solutions for rural Veterans

REDUCE
rural health care 

workforce disparities

ENRICH
rural Veteran health 

research and innovation

The Office of Rural Health (ORH) implements a targeted, solution-driven 
approach to increase access to care for the 2.7 million Veterans living in 
rural communities who rely on the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) for health care. ORH works to see that America’s Veterans thrive in 
rural communities. 

To accomplish this, ORH leverages its resources to research, innovate 
and disseminate Enterprise-Wide Initiatives through local and  
national partnerships.

The core solutions include:
} National rural needs assessment

} Rural Promising Practices that offer new models of rural care

} Enterprise-Wide Initiatives

} Public-private partnerships

} Cross-agency collaboration

To learn more, visit www.ruralhealth.va.gov.
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ORH 2020-2024 Strategic Plan

Promote Federal and 
Community Care Solutions

OBJECTIVES
} Unite relationships within VA and the

federal government to exchange
rural-centered  information

} Collaborate with non-governmental
organizations that support rural
Veterans’ health and well-being

} Expand ORH’s partnership and
programming reach

Reduce Rural Health Care 
Workforce Disparities

OBJECTIVES
} Expand understanding of current

rural health care workforce

} Support rural implications of the
MISSION Act

Enrich Rural Veteran Health 
Research and Innovation

OBJECTIVES
} Increase rural Veteran health research

} Innovate new models of care for
Veterans who live in rural
communities

} Build recognition of VA’s rural
research, innovations, and outcomes

Key Measures

} The number of Veterans served by ORH-funded programs

} The number of ORH-funded programs

} The number of ORH-funded telehealth programs

} The number of unique VA sites of care that participate in
ORH-funded programs

18.2
million 

U.S. Veterans

8.3
million rely on 

VA for care

4.4
million Veterans 

are rural

2.7
million rural 

Veterans, or 61%, 
are enrolled in 

VA care 

54%
enrolled rural 

Veterans 
are 65+

8%
enrolled rural 
Veterans are 

women

44%
earn less 

than $35,000 
annually 

20%
of rural Veterans  
don’t access the 

internet

Data is from the VA Survey of Enrollees from fiscal year 2022, the Veterans Health Administration Support Service Center Enrollment Cube from fiscal years 2022, and the U.S. 
Census Bureau American Community Survey.
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