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Session 14076: On Military Culture and
The Wounds of War

This session provides an overview of military culture
with an emphasis on its conf ict with civilian culture.
It describes specif ¢ sources of conf ict and suggests
an approach for pastoral care with these conf icts.
Additionally, this session describes common wounds
of war and the life impact of those wounds on warri-
ors and their families after they return home and
suggests a pastoral care approach to helping.

Presenters: Dr. Jim Goalder, Chaplain John Bailey, and
Chaplain Jeni Cook &

Session 14077: Pastoral Care with Veterans
and Their Families

This session involves a discussion of the fundamen-
tals of Pastoral Care with attention given to the def -
nition of “Spirituality” in relation to the develop-
ment of meaning and purpose in life. Special em-
phasis is placed upon the signif cance of listening to
the unique story of each Veteran. The Veteran’s
Past, Present, and Future story is explored to facili-
tate better understanding of the Veteran’s spiritual
distress and spiritual care needs. The session con-
cludes with a discussion of the roles of clergy in the
care of Service Members, Veterans and their fami-
lies, including pastoral responses and resources.

Presenters: Chaplain Keith Ethridge and
Chaplain Jeni Cook &

Session 14078: Mental Health Services &
Referrals

This session is designed to provide community cler-
gy with an overview of mental health services avail-
able in many rural communities. The overview uses
VA services as a model but can be applied to other
mental health settings, as well. In addition, it will
review key advantages and disadvantages for refer-
rals options. Using downloadable handouts, this ses-
sion provides detailed steps for making referrals to
the VA, community mental health agencies, licensed
providers through medical insurance, Medicare and
chaplains of military units.

Presenters: Dr. Jim Goalder and Chaplain Jeni Cook &>

Session 14079: Building Community

Partnerships

Local communities are often the most important
and most neglected resources for reintegration of
our returning service members. This session looks
at the responsibility and roles that communities
have historically played in reintegration and how we
can form community partnerships today. Particular
attention will be given to practical lessons learned
from the pilot project, “VA/Clergy Partnership for
Rural Veterans,” that builds community partner-
ships between faith communities, local mental
health providers, and others to help our Veterans
and their families come “all the way home.”

Presenters: Chaplain Steve Sullivan and
Chaplain Jeni Cook &

For more information about the Rural Clergy Training Program, contact: Jim Goalder, jim.goalder@gmail.com.
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