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Overview  
In response to requests for more information on occupancy data for hospitals in the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) 
system, the data in this chapter provides readers a better understanding on the available bed capacity and utilization in 
the major bed services in VHA facilities across the country. 

Process of Data Compilation   
Data for this chapter are obtained from the Bed Patient Treatment File (PTF) Workload Cube. This cube is a compilation 
of numerous data sources; specifically: the National Bed Control Database, Treating Specialty Cube, and the Patient 
Treatment File (PTF) Data, which is “a blend of the PTF Discharge File and the Quarterly Census File, and supplemented 
on a temporary basis by a small number of current quarter admission records extracted from Vista”.1  Parameters used 
are: Bed Service Category, Operating Beds, Occupancy Rate Using Actual Beds, and Average Daily Census (ADC). The 
unit of analysis is the facility, and the data are mapped by Census Region. All rates and averages are national. 

Operating Beds are those that are staffed and available for admission of patients and should exclude unavailable  
beds that are closed for any reason. Occupancy Rates are determined for each facility based on current  
approved operating bed levels. 

Average Operating Beds is the average number of operating beds over the time period selected. Average  
operating bed calculations are based on the number of operating beds from the beginning of the fiscal year 
thru the month selected. (FY-2015) 

The ADC is the Average Daily Census for the time period selected. It is calculated as follows:  
  Fiscal year to date (FYTD) Bed Days of Care (BDOC) / Calendar Days 
 The Occupancy Rate Using Actual Beds is calculated as follows: 
  ADC / Actual Operating Beds (as opposed to Average Operating Beds) 
The major Bed Service Categories selected for analysis in this chapter are Domiciliary, Internal Medicine, Nursing Home, 
Psychiatry, and Surgery. Only facilities with at least one (1) Operating Bed in that service are included in the analyses. 
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Organization of Data Tables and Maps   
In all of the tables we include State where the facility is located, the facility’s Station Number, Official Station Name, the 
Occupancy Rate, Average Operating Beds, and Average Daily Census (ADC). 

Table 1 contains information on Domiciliary Bed Service. The following maps illustrate the data in map format: 

• Map 1: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 2: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 3: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 4: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 5: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 6: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 7: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 8: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 

 
Table 2 contains information on Internal Medicine Bed Service. The following maps illustrate graphically the data: 

• Map 9: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 10: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 11: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 12: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 13: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 14: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 15: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 16: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
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Table 3 contains information on Nursing Home Bed Service, with accompanying maps: 

• Map 17: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 18: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 19: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 20: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 21: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 22: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 23: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 24: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
 
Table 4 contains information on Psychiatry Bed Service, with accompanying maps: 

• Map 25: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 26: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Psychiatry Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 27: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 28: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Psychiatry Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 29: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 30: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Psychiatry Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 31: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 32: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Psychiatry Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 

 
Table 5 contains information on Surgery Bed Service, with accompanying maps: 

• Map 33: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
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• Map 34: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-
2015 

• Map 35: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 36: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 37: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 38: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 39: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 40: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 

National Overview  
Domiciliary: The Occupancy Rate for Domiciliary beds ranges from 33.59% at Roseburg VA Medical Center in Douglas 
County, Oregon to over 100% (263.23%) at George E. Wahlen VA Medical Center in Salt Lake County, Utah. There are 
rates of “over” 100% due to the fact that some beds were turned over multiple times throughout a day, resulting in an ADC 
that is greater than Actual Operating [Beds], and ultimately an Occupancy Rate “greater than” 100%. The lowest ADC is 
8.5 at Wilkes-Barre VA Medical Center in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, and the greatest ADC is 444.16 at White City 
VA Medical Center in Jackson County Oregon. Wilkes-Barr VAMC also has the lowest number of Average Operating 
Beds (10), where White City VAMC was also the facility with the highest number of Average Operating Beds (525). Mean 
for the Average Operating Bed measure is 84.19. The average Occupancy Rate for Domiciliary bed service across the 
country is 81.14%, while the average ADC is 65.67%.   

Internal Medicine: For this bed service category the facility with the lowest Occupancy Rate (13.35is Erie VA Medical 
Center in Erie County, Pennsylvania, while 6 facilities have the maximum of 100% (Long Beach VA Medical Center, Los 
Angeles County, California; San Francisco VA Medical Center, San Francisco County, California; West Haven VA Medical 
Center, New Haven County, Connecticut; Edward J. Hines Jr. Hospital, Cook County, Illinois; Las Vegas VA Medical 
Center, Clark County, Nevada; and Dayton VA Medical Center, Montgomery County, Ohio.) Erie VAMC also has the 
lowest ADC nationally, 2.8; the highest ADC is 134.66 at San Juan VA Medical Center in San Juan County, Puerto Rico. 
Aleda E. Lutz VA Medical Center in Saginaw County, Michigan has the lowest number of Average Operating Beds for this 
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bed service, nationally (8), while the San Juan VA Medical Center in San Juan County, Puerto Rico has the highest 
number of Average Operating Beds for Internal Medicine bed service (178.) The mean for this measure of Average 
Operating Beds is 57.33 beds. The average national Occupancy Rate for Internal Medicine bed service is 68.20%, with an 
average ADC of 40.58. 

Nursing Home: Douglas County, Oregon, Manchester VA Medical Center has the lowest Occupancy Rate for Nursing 
Home bed service at 31.27%, while the nation’s highest Occupancy Rate is 97.44%, at the Tuscaloosa VA Medical Center 
in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. However, Palo Alto VA Medical Center in Santa Clara County, California has the highest 
national ADC at 253.86, with the lowest being 16.52 in San Diego VA Medical Center in San Diego County, California. 
The number of Average Operating Beds for Nursing Home bed service ranges from 22 at the Jesse Brown VA Medical 
Center in Cook County, Illinois to 372 in West Los Angeles VA Medical Center in Los Angeles County, California, with the 
mean falling at around 112.86 beds. The average Occupancy Rate for Nursing Home bed service is 71.49% and the 
average ADC is 77.08. 

Psychiatry: There are 2 facilities in the country that have 100% Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry bed service for FY-2015: 
Des Moines VA Medical Center in Polk County, Iowa and Buffalo VA Medical Center in Erie County, New York. The 
lowest Occupancy Rate for this bed service is 26.67% at Salem VA Medical Center in Salem County, Virginia. Grand 
Junction VA Medical Center in Mesa County, Colorado has the lowest ADC at 2.71 and Jamaica Plain VA Medical Center, 
Suffolk County, Michigan has the highest at 83.58. Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans’ Hospital has the lowest number 
of Average Operating Beds for Psychiatric bed service with 5.88 beds, while the highest number of beds for this service in 
a facility, nationally for FY-2015, is 152, East Orange VA Medical Center in Essex County, New Jersey. The mean for 
Average Operating Beds for Psychiatric service 37.52, for Occupancy Rate: 66.54%, for ADC: 22.62. 

Surgery: Only one facility has 100% Occupancy Rate for Surgery bed service: Royal C. Johnson Veterans’ Memorial 
Hospital, Minnehaha County, South Dakota. Two facilities have Occupancy Rates of 0% in this Bed Service, yet still 
maintain an Average Operating Bed count of over 1 bed per year, so these facilities, the Alexandria VA Medical Center in 
Rapides County, Louisiana and the Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Facility in Dickinson County, Michigan, are still 
included in the analysis. These two sites of course also have an ADC of 0. The highest ADC for Surgery bed service is 
51.76 at Harris County, Texas’s Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center. Two facilities have the lowest value of 2 for 
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Average Operating Beds: Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Facility in Dickinson County, Michigan, and Beckley VAMC in 
Raleigh County, West Virginia. The mean for the Average Operating Beds measure in this bed service is 26.69 beds. 
Average Occupancy Rate is 45.73%, while average ADC is 13.04. 

State/Territory Overview  
Domiciliary: Alaska has the lowest average Occupancy Rate at 57.04% for Domiciliary bed service, with a mean number 
of 50 Average Operating Beds and an ADC of 28.52. Utah has the highest average Occupancy rate at 263.23%, with a 
mean number of 15 Average Operating Bed and an average ADC of 39.48. Vermont, has the lowest mean Average 
Operating Beds at about 14, with an average Occupancy Rate of 87.63% across the state. Their mean ADC is 12.27. 
Kansas has the highest mean Average Operating Beds at 202; however their average Occupancy Rate is 62.67% (5th 
lowest in the nation) with an average ADC of 126.6. Hawaii has the lowest average ADC in the states for Domiciliary bed 
service, with a score of 8.99. Hawaii has an average Occupancy Rate of 74.95% and the mean number of Average 
Operating Beds is 14.83. Oregon has the highest average ADC in the nation at 161.04 across its 3 facilities providing 
Domiciliary bed service. The average Occupancy Rate is 66.89% and the mean for the number of Average Operating 
Beds is 196.67. 

Internal Medicine: New Jersey’s facilities have the lowest average Occupancy Rate at 28.95%, a mean number of 
Average Operating Beds of 107, and an average ADC of 30.98. In terms of Occupancy Rates, Connecticut’s facilities 
ranks highest, with an average of 104.6%; its facilities have a mean number of 44 for Average Operating Beds, and an 
average ADC of 46.02. Wyoming’s sites have the lowest mean number of Average Operating Beds for Internal Medicine 
bed service at 14.50. The average Occupancy Rate in Wyoming facilities is 55.32% and the average ADC is 8.25. 
Incidentally, Wyoming’s facilities also have the lowest ADC. Puerto Rico’s facilities have the highest mean number of 
Average Operating Beds for Internal Medicine at 178. The facilities’ average Occupancy Rate is 75.65% and their average 
ADC is 134.66. Incidentally, Puerto Rico’s facilities also have the highest average ADC, at 134.66 – an over 60% increase 
over the next ranked state. 

Nursing Home: Regarding Nursing Home bed service, New Hampshire’s facilities have the lowest average Occupancy 
Rate at 31.27%; while their mean number of Average Operating Beds is 112 and their average ADC is 35.03. Nevada’s 
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facilities have the highest average Occupancy Rate at 92.21%. The mean number of Average Operating Beds is 60 and 
the average ADC is 55.32. Idaho’s facilities have the lowest mean number of Average Operating Beds for Nursing Home 
bed service at 28; however, the state has the second highest average Occupancy Rates in the nation at 90.23%, with an 
average ADC of 25.27. New Jersey’s facilities have the highest average mean number of Average Operating Beds at 300, 
with an average Occupancy Rate of 67.99%. Their average ADC is 203.96, the second highest in the nation for Nursing 
Home bed service ADC. New Mexico’s facilities have the lowest average ADC at 18.08, with a mean number of 36 
Average Operating Beds and an average Occupancy Rate of 50.23%, the latter of which is 3rd lowest in the nation. 
Maryland’s facilities, with an average score of 226.82 in Nursing Home bed service, have the highest ADC in the country. 
They also have the 2nd highest mean number of Average Operating Beds at 263, with an average Occupancy Rate of 
86.24%. 

Psychiatry: New Jersey’s facilities have the lowest average Occupancy Rate in Psychiatry bed service at 27.99%, but the 
highest mean number of Average Operating Beds, with an average ADC of 42.54 (4th highest in the nation.) South 
Dakota’s facilities have the lowest mean number of Average Operating Beds at 8, an average Occupancy Rate of 52.32% 
and an average ADC of 3.91, which is also the lowest in the nation. Facilities in Massachusetts have the highest average 
ADC at 58.77. 

Surgery: Delaware’s facilities have both the lowest average Occupancy Rate (4.55%) and the lowest average ADC (0.59) 
for Surgery bed service; their mean number for Average Operating Beds is 13. Connecticut’s facilities have the highest 
average Occupancy Rate at 84.57%, a mean number of 21 Average Operating Beds, and 17.76 for average ADC in 
Surgery service. Wyoming’s facilities have the lowest mean number of Average Operating Beds at 3. Their average 
Occupancy Rate is 43.20% and average ADC is the 2nd lowest in the country at 1.3. Oregon’s facilities have both the 
highest mean number of Average Operating Beds in Surgery bed service at 58 and the highest average ADC of 37.73. 
They have an average Occupancy Rate of 65.05% (6th highest in the country).
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Tables & Maps  
In this section maps illustrate the data that have so far been discussed in this chapter. The tables contain all the 
Occupancy Rates, Average Operating Beds, and Average Daily Censuses (ADCs). We have mapped out each of the 
Census Regions displaying the Occupancy Rates and the ADCs along with the VHA Enrollees by county so that the 
viewer can see the data “side-by-side”. Additionally, the rurality of these facilities (which are incidentally VACAA eligible, 
as well) are indicted by highlighting the facility symbol in yellow on the maps. 
 

DOMICILIARY BED SERVICE  
• Map 1: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 2: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 3: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 4: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 5: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 6: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 7: National Occupancy Rates for Domiciliary Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 8: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Domiciliary Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
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Map 1 



 

 13 

 

Map 2 
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Map 3 
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Map 4 
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Map 5 
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Map 6 
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Map 7 
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Map 8 
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INTERNAL MEDICINE BED SERVICE  
• Map 9: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 10: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 11: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 12: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 13: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 14: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 15: National Occupancy Rates for Internal Medicine Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 16: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Internal Medicine Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
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Map 9 
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Map 10 
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Map 11 
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Map 12 
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Map 13 
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Map 14 
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Map 15 
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Map 16 
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NURSING HOME BED SERVICE  
• Map 17: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 18: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 19: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 20: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, 

EOFY-2015 
• Map 21: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 22: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 23: National Occupancy Rates for Nursing Home Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 24: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Nursing Home Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
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Map 17 
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Map 18 
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Map 19 
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Map 20 
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Map 21 
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Map 22 
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Map 23 
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Map 24 
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PSYCHIATRY BED SERVICE  
• Map 25: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 26: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Psychiatry Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 27: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 28: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Psychiatry Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 29: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 30: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Psychiatry Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 31: National Occupancy Rates for Psychiatry Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
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Map 25 
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Map 26 
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Map 27 
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Map 28 
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Map 29 
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Map 30 
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Map 31 
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Map 32 
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SURGERY BED SERVICE  
• Map 33: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 34: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, Northeast U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 35: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 36: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, Midwest U.S. Census Region, EOFY-

2015 
• Map 37: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 38: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, South U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 39: National Occupancy Rates for Surgery Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
• Map 40: National Average Daily Census (ADC) for Surgery Bed Service, West U.S. Census Region, EOFY-2015 
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Map 33 
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Map 34 
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Map 35 
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Map 36 
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Map 37 
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Map 38 
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Map 39 
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Map 40 
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For more information or 
inquires and requests 
regarding geospatial products 
and services, please contact:  
 
GeoSpatial Outcomes Division 
VHA Office of Rural Health 
1601 SW Archer Road, 151-B 
Gainesville, FL 32608-1197 
VHA10P1RORHGSOD@va.gov 
 
Diane Cowper Ripley, PhD 
Director 
 
Justin K. Ahern 
GIS Analyst 
 
Eric R. Litt 
GIS Analyst 
 
Lauren K. Wilson 
Program Coordinator/GIS 
Analyst 
 
*High-resolution versions of the 
maps featured in this Atlas are 
available upon request by 
contacting the GSOD Team. 

The Rural Veterans Health Care Atlas, 2nd edition aims to collect, compile, and disseminate 
information on health care access and delivery for the rural Veteran Enrollee and patient population. It 
builds on the first edition and represents information as of end of FY-2015 for VA health care facilities, 
outpatient and inpatient utilization in rural, highly rural, and insular island areas in all States/Territories 
and counties in the United States.  Additionally, this second edition analyzes hospital bed occupancy 
and average daily census data at VA health care facilities. This second edition represents the 
beginning stages of many critical changes in the organization.  The robust and valuable data from this 
atlas and future editions show evidence of improvement of health care resources for the Veteran 
Enrollee and patient population within the dynamic landscape of the VHA health care system 

Suggested citation: Cowper Ripley DC, Ahern JK, Litt, ER, Wilson, LK (2017). Rural Veterans Health Care Atlas, 2nd edition FY-2015. VHA 
Office of Rural Health, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, D.C. 
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